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Trump Plan Targets Florida,
(alifornia For Coastal Oil Drilling

The Trump administration is
proposing to open new areas off
of California, Floridaand Alas-
ka to crude drilling as part of a
draft blueprint released Thurs—
day that would dramatically
expand the sale of oil and natu-
ral gas rights.

In all, the Interior Depart—
ment is proposing as many as 34 offshore lease sales including 21
off the coast of Alaska, six along the Pacific Coast and seven in the
Gulf of Mexico, including waters near Florida and Alabama that
have been off limits for three decades. Republican leaders in those
southern states have long opposed drilling in such sensitive areas
because of concern about the potential for oil spills that could
cripple important industries like fishing and tourism.

As proposed, the leasing plan marks a dramatic expansion of
energy exploration that would open more than 1 billion acres of
coastal zones to drilling.
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