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Uddhav Sena's "High Command" Jab At

Congress Amid Maharashtra O
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MVA parties - Samajwadi,
communist parties, Ambedkar
parties, the workers have said
that allthese partiesshould fight
together,” NCP MLA Jitendra
Awhad said. The Congress has
traditionally been opposed to
the MNS which it sees as an
ideological opposite. But with
Uddhav Thackeray keen on
contesting the upcoming mu-
nicipal corporationelectionsin
Mumbai in alliance with its
MahaVikas Aghadi(MV A) al-
lies and cousin Raj Thackeray's
Mabharashtra Navnirman Sena
(MNS), efforts are being put
into persuading the Congressto
come on board.
Mumbai's

Mumbai:

What the Congress feels
about an alliance between the
MNS and ShivSena(UBT)does
not matter at all if they want to
join forces, Sena MP leader
Sanjay Raut indicated in a post
on X today.

The Congress in Maharash-
tra has been cautious of making
any commitment without con—
sulting the party's leadership in
Delhi. Alluding to this, Raut
said it is the Congress's per—
sonal decision whatever they
decide,but the MNS or the Shiv
Sena(UBT) won't wait for any—
one's permission.

"... Shiv Sena and MNS have
already cometogether;thisisthe

people's will. There is no need
for anyone's orders or permis—
sion for that. Sharad Pawar and
the Left parties are also to-
gether on this," Raut said in a
post on X.Sharad Pawar's NCP
has indicated it would be better
tounite and face the BJP head-
on. He made this known at a
party meeting in Mumbai where
he showed to leadersand work-
ersaclearwillingnessto contest
asaunited front against the BJ P.

The NCP is close to finalis-
ing an alliance with Shiv Sena
(UBT). This also indirectly
signalled the NCP's acceptance
of the MNS if it joined the al-
liance. "All natural friends
should stay together. All the

isthe richest civic agency in the
country. The election is sched-
uled early next year.

The Congresshasalready an-

T his announcement put a ques—
tion mark on the possibility of

in Mabharashtra. Shiv Sena

been maintaining asafe distance
from the MNS.

Brihanmumbai  the MNS.

pposition Rift |
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Municipal Corporation(BMC)

i I  gmemg  LUSFES6T

nounced it would contest solo.

the opposition's electoral unity :

(UBT)'s proximity with the
MNS had not gone down well :
with the Congress, which had :

Though the Congress has :
welcomed the Thackeray cous— :
ins' reunion, it has refrained :
from a political alignment with :
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