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"Misfit For Army": Court Raps Christian
Officer Who Didn't Enter Gurdwara

New Delbhi:

TheSupreme Court onTues-
day criticised a Christian Army
officer fired for refusing to en—

ter agurdwara(to perform
a puja) and labelled him a
"cantankerous man" and a
. "misfit", and backed the
¥ armed forces' decision to
eject him for failing to re-
s spect his fellow (Sikh)

"1 soldiers' faith.

"W hat kind of message is
he sending? Gross indisci-
pline by an Army officer. He
should have been terminated.
T his kind of cantankerous per-

sons deserves to be in the mili-
tary?" a bench led by the new
Chief Justice Surya Kant said.

"He may be an outstanding
officer but he is a misfit for the
Indian Army. The amount of
responsibilities our forces have
at this time... this is not what we
want to entertain."

Formerly a Lieutenant in the
3rd Cavalry Regiment, Samuel
Kamalesanwassacked for defy-
ing military discipline; he re-

fused a command from his su-
perior officer to enter the :
sanctum sanctorum of a temple :
to conduct a puja. He argued it
would affect his monotheistic

Christian faith.

InMaythe Delhi HighCourt :
re-affirmed the Army's deci- :
sion, which was that Kamalesan :
"kept hisreligionabove alawful '
command from his superior’,
and ruled, "Thisis clearly anact :

of indiscipline."
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