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Trump To Ban Visas For FactCheckers,
Censors: How It Will Affect Indians

New Delhi:
The Donald Trump admin-

i istration has directed US em-

bassy officials to reject visa
applicants who have worked in

i roles related to fact-checking,
¢ content moderation, compli-
¢ ance,or online safety,according
i to a State Department memo
i obtained by Reuters. The new
i visarestrictionsare expected to
i disproportionately
¢ technology workers, particu-
¢ larlythoseapplying fromcoun-
i tries like India.

impact

T he memo instructs consular

i officialsto deny visas to anyone

n

seen being responsible for, or
complicit in, censorship or at-
tempted censorship of pro-
tected expression in the United
States. Thedirectiveappliesto
all visa types, including jour-
nalists and tourists, but focuses
primarily on H-1B visas, ty pi-
cally granted to highly skilled
foreign workers in technology
and related sectors.

Applicants  professional
histories, LinkedIn profiles,
and social media accounts will
be scrutinised for involvement
in activities such as combating
misinformation, content mod-

eration, trust and safety, and
compliance. Evidence of par-
ticipation in such roles could
render applicants ineligible for
entry.

AState Department spokes-
person said, While we do not
comment on allegedly leaked
documents, make no mistake,
the Administration has made

clear that it defends Americans'
freedom of expression against
foreigners who wish to censor
them. We do not support aliens
comingtotheUStoworkascen-
sors muzzling Ameticans. Al-
lowing foreigners to lead this
type of censorship would both
insult and injure the American
people, as per The Guardian.
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