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Small, nimble, hidden in caves: How Iran's

'mosquito fleet' of boats ensures Strait of Hormuz blockade

T he mosquito fleetisaflo-
tilla of small, fast, agile boats
designed to attack and keep
the maritime area near the
Strait in check.

The US-Iran war has
proved to be one full of set-
backs for Washington - if not
catastrophic - as the White
House struggles to wrap up
the conflict, which it ini-
tially said would take “four
or five weeks .

What has inarguably been
surprising in the conflict is
President Donald Trump's
administration's ignorance
ofIranian mettle. Especially,
when it comes to combat in
the air or the naval blockade
of the Strait of Hormuz, a
motif that has dominated the
two-month conflict. While
Iran's low-cost Shahed
drones or advanced defence

system are capable of even
shooting the most sophisti-
cated US jets, including an
F-35, little is known about
the Iranian navy and its off-
shoots. The US and Israel
claimto have destroyed most
of the Iranian warships;
however, a 'mosquito fleet

- amoniker used for the size
of the ships involved - con-
tinues to pose threat. The

'mosquito fleet', along with
missilesand drones launched
from camouflaged sites from
Iranian onshore sites, has
been the main threat for the
vessels stranded on either
side of the Strait of Hormuz.
T he mosquito fleet is a flo-
tilla of small, fast, modified
boats designed to attack and
keep the maritime area near
the Strait of Hormuz in

check. The flotilla is the

heart of the naval forces de-
ployed by the Islamic Revo- :

lutionary Guards Corps, a
parallel force to the Iranian
army.

1986, some yeats after the
inception of the land forces.

The small attack boats

ified usi - gl
were modified using recre- : u.?)m246ug1 oyci(§ ol

ational boats mounted with
rocket-propelled grenades

or machine guns, The New :

York Times reported. Over

the years, IRGC has dedi- :

cated focus to built arange of

these designed small boats, ;

coupled with miniature sub-
marines and marine drones.

Thenimbleboatscanreach :
the speeds of as high as 100
knots or 185 kilometres per :
hour.

The naval fleet of the
IRGC was added around ‘:
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