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H1B scare: Bill moved in US Cong to pause visa

programme for 3 years. What i

The fresh obstacle for H-1B
visa programme comes months
after US President Donald
Trump announced a $1,00,000
fee on fresh applications.

H-1Bvisaprogramme,using
which US technology compa-
nies hire Indian and other for-
eign workers, faces another
hurdle under the Donald
Trump-led United States ad-
ministration with a group of
Republican lawmakers in the
US Congress putting forward a
legislationseeking athree-year
ban. The fresh obstacle for
H-1B visa programme comes
months after US President
Donald Trump announced a
$1,00,000feeonfreshapplica-
tions. Republican lawmakers
inthe US Congress has put for-
ward legislation seeking a
three-year suspension of the
H-1Bvisa programme, arguing
that it has been misused to re-
place American workers with
lower-cost foreign labour.

Congressman Eli Crane of
Arizona introduced the End
H-1BVisa Abuse Act of 2026,
with support from seven fellow
Republican lawmakers as co-
sponsots.

The proposed bill outlines
several changes to the H-1B
programme, including cutting
the annual cap from 65,000 to
25,000, setting a minimum sal-
ary requirement of $2,00,000

| . | r

per year,and preventing H-1B
visa holders from bringing de-
pendents to the United States.
Lawmakers Brian Babin,
Brandon Gill, Wesley Hunt,
Keith Self (all from Texas),
Andy Ogles (Tennessee), Paul
Gosar(Arizona),and Tom Mc-
Clintock (California) have
joined as original co-sponsors.
Singling out Indians is im-
portant because the H-1B visa
programmeiswidelyused byUS
technology firmsto hire foreign
workers, with Indian profes—
sionals — particularly in tech-
nology and healthcare - form-
ing one of the largest groups of
recipients. The bill proposes
additional reforms such as re-
placing the lottery system with
awage-based selection process,
requiring employersto confirm
they cannot find qualified
Americanworkers and have not
carried out layoffs, prohibiting
H-1B workers from holding
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multiple jobs, and restticting
third-party staffing agencies
from employing them. .

It also calls for barring fed- :
eral agencies from hiring or }

sponsoring
workers,

transitioning to permanent :
residency.
Further, the proposed :

changes would require nonim- :
migrants to leave the US before :
switching to another nonimmi-

grant visa category.

"The federal government :
should work for hardworking :
citizens, not the profit margins :
of massive corporations. We :
owe it to the American people :
to prevent the broken H-1B '
system from boxing them out of
jobs they are qualified to per- :
form," the report quoted Crane :
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as saying. Can US legally pause

H-1B visa programme?

ty, the administration must

Rahul Reddy, a Houston- :
based immigration attorney,
said that the US can in theory :
legally pause H-1B visa pro- :
gramme as the Congress has the :
authority to do so. If Congress
decides to freeze a visa catego- : (
i STSBTBLD
implement it,anIndianExpress
report quoted Reddy as saying.
He pointed to existing restric— :

tions affecting certain countries Bl & /
| BDLSHIGTETS. GUTGHT-

as evidence.
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nonimmigrant
ending  Optional
Practical Training (OPT), and :
reinforcing the temporary na- :
ture of nonimmigrant visas by
preventing H-1B holders from

India could face a difficult
weather year in 2026 as global
climate signals point tothe pos-
¢ siblereturnof EI Nino,accord-
¢ ingto the World Meteorologi-
cal Organisation(WMO).

Early warnings suggest that
ocean temperatures in the Pa-
i cific are rising again, which
i increases the chance of El Nino
conditions developing between
May and July. Climate agencies
also say the event could
strengthen later in the year,
raising concerns about heat,
rainfall, and water systems
across regions.

What is El Nino?

El Nino is a natural climate
pattern where sea surface tem-
peratures in the central and
eastern Pacific Ocean become
warmer than usual. This change
may sound small, but it disrupts
wind and rainfall patterns
across the world.

It is part of a larger cycle
called ENSO (EI Nino-South-
ern Oscillation), which alter—
nates between El Nino (warm
phase), La Nina (cool phase)
and Neutral phase.

The World Meteorological
Organisation says conditions
are currently neutral, but mod-
els are now pointing towards a

transition into EI Nino in the
coming months.

After a period of neutral
conditions at the start of the
year, climate models are now
strongly aligned, and there is
high confidence in the onset of
El Nino, followed by further
intensification in the months
thatfollow, saidWilfranMou-
fouma Okia, Chief of Climate
Prediction at WMO, as per
newsagency Headded, Models
indicate that this may be astrong
event, but the so-called spring
predictability barrier is a chal-
lenge for the certainty of fore-
casts at this time of year. Fore-

El Nino explained: Why India could see less rain and
more heat in 2026 due to this weather cycle

confidence
improves after April,
Insimpleterms,scientistsare

cast generally

increasingly confident El Nino
will form, but exact strength is
still being tracked.
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