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A large 'Shivalinga' was un-
earthed during excavationwork
i near the Mahakaleshwar Tem-
i ple complex in Madhya
Pradesh's Ujjain, amid con-
struction work for an event
i called Simhastha 2028, a mas-
sive Hindu pilgrimage gather-
i ing held every 12 years on the
banks of the Kshipra River.

The discovery was made
while heavy machinery was en-
gaged in clearing land for the
temples expansion project.
Officialssaid the Shivalingawas
unearthed near the prepaid
i bootharea, prompting authori-
ties to slow down work and
proceed with caution.

Akash Sharma, priest at Shri
i Mahakaleshwar Temple, said,
i "During excavation near the

-

temple premises today, a
Shivalinga was discovered
while the Bhasma Aartiwasun-
derway. Devotees described the
darshanas highly auspiciousand
gathered to offer Jal at the

Shivalinga."

The timing of the discovery,
coinciding with the Bhasma
Aarti ,drewdevoteestothespot,
where many paused to offer
prayers and water at the site.

Assistant administrator of
the Mahakaleshwar temple,
Ashish Phalwadiya,said, Dur-
ing the construction work, we
found a Shivalinga while exca-
vating near the prepaid booth.
Work has beenslowed down for
now. If any more artefacts are
found, necessary steps will be
taken..We are working care-
fully, Let's see what else we
find.” Simhastha 2028 is a ma-
jor Hindu religious congrega-
tion held once every 12 yearsin
Ujjain. For the upcoming edi-
tion, the cabinet committee
overseeing its organisation has
directed that all proposed de-
velopment and infrastructure
works be completed by Diwali
2027, PTI news agency re—
ported.
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