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'We don't count body bags":
Air Marshal Bharti, Col. Qureshi a year

later, faces of Op Sindoor still hit hard

Details of O p Sind oor
were disclosed amid combat
in May last year routinely by
Indianofficers,whose hard -
hit ting s tat ements still
probably still haunt Pak.

It was this day last year
when Indian armed forces
woke the nation up to their
update of avenging the April
22 Pahalgam terrorist at-
tack by striking terror in-
frastructure in Pakistan and
PoK under Operation Sin-
door - an exercise which
sparked curiosity for details
that were later presented to
the world by some military
officials who went on to be-
come the faces of the action.

The details of Operation
Sindoor's progress were
broughttothe publicthrough
press briefings that were
rou tinel y he Id by three
women officers — Colonel

Sofiya Q ures hi (Ar my),

Wing Commander Vyomika
Singh (Indian Air Force),
and Commander Prer na
Deosthalee (Navy) - earn-
ing recognition astrailblaz-
ing Indian Armed Forces
per sonne | wh o beca me
prominent faces of the 2025
ret aliat o ry strike against
terror camps.

Routine pressbriefingson
Ope ration Sindoor were
also held bythethen DGMO
Lt Gen Rajiv Ghai, DG Air
Ope ration s, Air Marshal
AK Bharti and Vice Admi-
ral AN Pramod, DG Navy
Operations - who gained
popularity for their no-
holds barred responses to
media queries amid combat.

"Our aimwas not to inflict
casualties, but in case there
have been, it is for them to
count. Our job is to hit the
target, not to count the body
bags," Air M arshal Bharti

asked about losses.

armed force personnel.

Colonel Qureshi in 2016
was the first woman officer :
to lead a contingent of the :
Indian Army in a multi- :
national military exercise.
At Exercise Force 18, a |
mega-militarydrillinvolv-
ing ASEAN-Pluscountries, '
she led a 40-member con- :
tin gent f ocu sed on i
Humanitarian Mine Action

(HMA).

Bornin1974toamilitary
family in Gujarat s Vado- :
dara,Col Qureshigraduated :
witha master s in Biochem-

istry from Maharaja Saya-
jir ao University in 1997.

Her grandfather was areli-
the : o oo .
army, a statement issued by | Beopeipp HnG uLssisNT SmaTAGEGD Has
the state government last | ApLiuner (pepiled Sisensad oipEisILLL g BbS
i BapeleoussTaeTUwLSS WL 6TETULITLITED 6 6 6wt &l

gio us teacher in

year noted.

had said during one
such briefing on Op- ;
eration Sindoor when :

While these officers :
tookthe podiumtoup-
date the public on the
Ope ration Si ndoor
during which several
terror sites in Pakistan
and Pakistan-occu- i
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