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Thailand scraps its 60day free visa policy for
90 countries: What it means for Indian travellers ?

Thailand has scrapped its

i 60-day visa-free policy for
i all 93 countries previously
i awarded thisbenefit,includ-
! ing India,in a move aimed at
i tightening security checks
i and curbing crimesinvolving
i foreign nationals. For In-
i dian travellers, this is ex-
i pectedtomeanareturntothe
i earlier 30-day visa-free
{ stay arrangement that ex-
i isted before Thailand ex-
i panded the exemption pe-
i riod in July 2024.

The announcement was

i made through a social media
i postontheThailandgovern-
i ment's X account.

Thailand is scrapping its

i 60-day visa—free policy for
i 90+ nations. Entry rules will
i revert to original bilateral
i terms - varying by passport.
i Reason:
i screeningand crackingdown
i on overstays. The Visa Pol-
i icy Committee will review
i each country individually,

i the post read. The decision
i comes amid a series of high-
i profile cases involving for-
i eigners allegedly linked to
i drug offences, sex traffick-
i ing, and operating business-
i es such as hotels and schools
{ without proper permits.
! Thai authorities have said

tighter  security

some visitors were exploit- :
ing the extended visa-free :
regime to stay longer in the

country illegally.

Why has this move been
taken? As per the official :
website of the Thailand gov-
ernment's PR department,
the decision was made on :
May 19 in view of national
security, tourism and eco- :
nomic interests, reciprocity,
reduction of overlapping :
visa privilegesthat may cause '
confusion for travellers, and '
the convenience now offered

by the E-Visa mechanism.

Thailand foreign minister :
Sihasak Phuangketkeow said
last week that the move was
part of abroader crackdown
on transnational crime. The :
government clarifiedthatthe :
policy change was not di- i
rected at any specific coun-
try,but at individuals abusing

the visa system.

Tourism minister Surasak

Phancharoenworakul

said :

factors would be weighed

Rachada Dhanadirek added

significantly to the economy, :

H

that while tourists contribute i (-@nemGaans,

the current system had al- : “fm@s;‘ﬂb’
lowed some people to misuse i -T2

the extended stay provisions.
Thailand's  cabinet on
Tuesday approved reducing
visa-free stays for travellers
from morethan 90 countries,
including the 29-nation
Schengen area, the United
States, Israel and several
South American countries.
The new visa-free duration
will now be decided on a
country-by-country basis.
According to Surasak,

most foreign nationals are
expected to receive visa-
free stays of up to 30 days,
while some countries may be
granted only 15 days. Trav-
ellers will still be allowed to
renew their visas once
through immigration offices,
though extensions will no
longer be automatic and will
depend onofficersbeing sat-
isfied with the reason for a
longer stay.
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