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US walks back on some aspects after ‘leave country’
rule to seek Green Cards: ‘National interest’

AftertheUS announced anew
policy that curtailed a key im-
migration route for foreign
nationals seeking a green card,
the authorities have now re—

tracted some elements, provid—-
ing respite to international
professionals, including Indian
workers. The US Citizenship
and ImmigrationServices(US-

CIS) on Friday introduced a
new policy memo that changed
how foreign nationals on tem-
porary visas can apply for per-
manent residency or a green
card. The new policy required
applicants on temporaty visas
to return their home country
andapplyforgreencardthrough
a US embassy or consulate,
rather than allowing the cate-
gory change while staying in the
US.Hoursafter introducing the
policy change,the USCIS seems
to have partially retracted the
changes, inserting two excep-
tions: "economic benefit" and
"national interest"." After years
of ignoring the intent of Con-

gress in the adjustment of status
application, USCIS is merely
restating and reasserting that
intent. While we work to op-
erationalize this, people who
present applications that pro-
vide an economic benefit or
otherwise are in the national
interest will likely be able to
continue on their current path
while others may be asked to
apply abroad depending on in-
dividualized  circumstances,
USCISSpokesmanZachKahler
said in astatement, according to
CBS News. However, the two
broad terms are not defined, not
the US authorities have elabo-
rated on who would qualify or

the modification.
Thoseforeignnationalsstay—
ing inthe US ontourist,work or
temporary visas could earlier
apply for aGreen Card without

years for their green card back-
logs. The new move instructed
officials to default to consular
processing — requiring appli-
cants to return to their home
country and apply throughaUS
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Chopper crash near Leh:

Three days after an Army

i Cheetah helicopter carrying
i senior officers crashed in
i Ladakh, a selfie of an Army
i Major who survived the
i crash, along with his col-

Gsmfldens | leagues, has emerged.

The incident ocurred on

i May 20 when the Cheetah
i helicopter with three army
i officers
i mountainous Tangste region
i near Leh. Though it hap-
i pened on Wednesday, the

i details emerged on Friday.
be granted exemptions under g y

the

crashed in

Now a selfie has emerged

i showing an injured Major
i General Sachin Mehta pos-
iing beside the wreckage
¢ whileoneofthe pilotsflashed

L , i a victory sign.
leaving. itted the foreign na- i v 58
tionals, including Indians stay- gion
ingunder H-1Bvisa,whocould :

stay in the US while waiting for took place on May 20 in the

{ mountainous Tangste region
i near Leh, close to the Line of
i Actual Control (LAC) with
i China. The single-engine
i Army Cheetah helicopter
i was carrying general Sachin

embassy or consulate — rather : Mehta, general officer com-

Z’;ﬂ applying from within the : manding of the 3 Infantry

i Division, along withtwo pi-

Crashinhigh-altitudere-

The accident reportedly

lots, a lieutenant colonel and
a major, when it crashed.

Officials said all three oc-
cupants escaped with minor
injuries and are safe and
stable. They described the
suryivalofeveryoneonboard
as_ nothing short of a mira-
cle , given the difficult ter-
rainand high-altitude flying
conditions in the region.

All three escape with mi-
nor injuries

Officials said Army avia-
tion operations in eastern
Ladakh are particularly
challenging because of steep
mountainousterrain,unpre—
dictable weather and thin air
at high altitudes. The Chee-
tah helicopter is frequently
used for transport, recon-
naissance and logistics mis—
sions in forward areas along
the LAC.

Officials said the Indian
Army is also planning to
phase out its ageing fleet of
Cheetah and Chetak heli-
copters in the coming years
and replace them with Light
Utility Helicopters (LUH)
aspartofabroader moderni-
sation drive.

Army plans phase-out of
Cheetah, Chetak fleet

The Army is expected to
require around 250 new he-
licopters and is pursuing a
two-pronged strategy that
includes inducting indige-
nously produced LUHs and
leasing similar aircraft as
stopgaps for critical opera-
tional needs.

Hindustan  Aeronautics
Limited (HAL), which had
licence-produced hundreds
of Cheetah and Chetak heli-
copters for the armed forces,
now focuses on maintenance
and overhaul of the ageing
fleet.

Officials said that the ex—
isting fleet remains airwor-
thy for now but has been
under scrutiny dueto astring
of accidents in recent yeats.
Over 15 Cheetahand Chetak
helicopters have crashed in
the last decade, raising con-
cerns over safety in high-
altitude operations, even as
these aircraft continue to
serve as a crucial lifeline for
troops in remote Himalayan
regions, including Siachen.
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