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China building massive launch pads near nuclear sites,
satellite images show: ‘Never seen anything like it’

e

A massive military fa-
cility is reportedly being
developed in China that,
according to some secu-
rity experts, appears to be
builtto make sureaUS first
strike against the country's
nuclear weapons cannot
stop Beijing from launch-
ing a response.

A day after the findings
were made in a Reuters

Y

report,US defence secre-
tary Pete Hegseth on Sat-
urday called on Asian
partners to increase de-
fence spending to counter
China's growing military
strength, warning that
there was "rightful alarm"
over the pace of Beijing's
military expansion.
"There is rightful alarm
regarding China's historic

=" I

military buildup and the
expansion of its military
activities inthe region and
beyond," he said.

The size of the project
taking shape in China's
northwestern desert has
surprised even experi-
enced analysts."I've never
seenanything quite like it,"
said Hans Kristensen, di-
rector of the Federation of

American Scientists' Nu-
clear InformationProject. :
"It's an extraordinary ef- :

fort."

pads near nuclear missile

sites: Report

China already possesses :
nuclear missiles capable of
reaching any location in :
the United States. Now, :
satellite photographs re-
viewed by Reutersindicate
that Beijingisconstructing
a massive network of :
launch pads, bunkers and :
communication facilities '
close to remote nuclear :
missile bases that house :
some of the country's lon-

gest—range missiles.

The images show more :
than 80 sites that could
potentially be used by :
China's growing fleet of :
mobile missile launchers :

and
systems.

A NG

China building launch

air-defence
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i The government faced
i freshpolitical heat onSatur-
i day after the Common Uni-
i versity Entrance Test-Un-
i dergraduate (CUET-UG)
i 2026 across several centers
i in India was delayed. The
: National T esting Agency
i (NTA) later blamed a tech-
¢ nical glitch” and the test was
i held with some delay.

i leader and former Delhi CM
i Atishi launched a scathing
i attack on Union education
i minister DharmendraPrad-
i han, seeing the CUET delay
i as yet another incident of
i mismanagement of national-
i level examinations.

"First NEET, then CBSE,
now CUET," she said in one
i of aseries of X posts, point—
ing towards the NEET-UG
¢ paper leak, and the contro-
i versies around the Class 12
i marking system of the Cen-
i tral Board of Secondary
¢ Education (CBSE).
Congress MP and Lok
i Sabha Leader of Opposition
i Rahul Gandhi made asimilar
i argument,adding theService
i SelectionCommission(SSC)
i exams as another instance of
i mismanagement and "dis-
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‘glitch’, NTA issues cla

honesty".

He said on X, "NEET.
CBSE. 8§ C. And today
CUET. Four exams. One
crore children. Not a single
one conducted with hones—
ty.

He challenged the "claims
of 'Vishvaguru", and said
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has "completely ru-
ined the entire education
system' -

"The generation whose
future you are destroying -
that same generation will
hold you accountable, Gan-

dhi claimed.
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AAP chief Arvind Kejri-
wal shared one of Atishi's
posts with a comment: "The
country needs an educated
PM." PM Modi has a bach-
elor's degree as per Delhi
University and amaster's ac—
cording to Gujarat Univer-
sity. The CUET glitch is a
second blow for the NTA in
particular withinweeks. T he
high-stakes medical en-
trancetest NEET-UG 2026,
originally held on May 3,was
cancelled amid widespread
allegations of paper leaks
and structural irregularities.
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'First NEET, then CBSE, now CUET":
Modi govt faces fire over another exam
rification on delay

The ministry of education
has since ordered a CBI
probe and scheduled a re-
examinationfor over 22 lakh
aspirants on June 21.

"Today CUET has been
delayed due to a 'technical
issue . Lakhs of students were
to take the exam in all parts
ofIndiatoday and after wait -
ing for hours, such notices
have been put up outside all
centres. Remarkable incom-
petence  @dpradhanbjp!"
Atishi wrote, sharing a pho-
to of the NTA notice, and
tagging education minister
Pradhan.
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