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IsraellLebanon to hold sixth round of

US brokered direct talks in Italy midJuly

i

Israeli and Lebanese ambas—
sadors are due to hold direct
talks in Rome this month, Italy's
foreign ministry said Tuesday,
after several rounds of discus—
sions in Washington aimed at
de-escalation.

"We welcome with pleasure
the announcement that the next
round of talks between Istael
and Lebanon mediated bytheUS
will take place in Rome," For-
eign Minister Antonio Tajani
said on X.

A ministry spokesman said
the talks would take place at the
ambassador level on July 15 and
16. This round of talks will be
the sixth since spring between

the two neighbours, which do

not have diplomatic relations
and are technically in a state of
war. The two countries and the
United States signed a frame-
work agreement last month
aimed at "lasting peace”, five

days after the entry into force of
afragile ceasefire inthe fighting
betweenthe Israeliarmyandthe
pro-Iranian Hezbollahthat has
been going on since March 2.
This framework agreement
stipulates that the Lebanese

army will restore its authority
inthe south of the country, sub-
ject to Hezbollah's disarma- :
ment, starting with"pilot zones"
from which the Israeli army
would withdraw. Hezbollah :
drew Lebanon into the regional :
war on March 2 by attacking :
Israel, claiming it was acting in
retaliationforthedeathofIran's :
supreme leader, killed in US-
Israeli strikes on Iran on Feb-

ruary 28.

Israel responded with a :
large-scale bombing campaign
and a ground offensive, while :
repeatedly calling for the evac— :

uation of entire areas of south~ wHnb wrEled QuTgE QFweonen 61ib. S 1Y &Cerreg o HCWMTE Fenevemwuiled BenL_GlLm 2_sTeng) stest FCTT(H

ern Lebanon.
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