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Highway blocked for 12 hours, stones pelted: Major protest

by BJP leader Narottam Mishra's s

Supporters of former Mad-
hya Pradesh home minister and
BJP leader Narottam Mishra

i held protests on Friday and
i Saturday over the ruling party s

decision to nominate Ashutosh
Tiwari as its candidate for the
upcoming Datia assembly by-
poll,replacing Mishra,who had
contested and lost the seat in
2023.

Congress leader Rajendra
Bharti had defeated Mishra,
who was the state's home min-
ister at the time, by more than

* bly elections.

However, in April this year,
a Delhi court sentenced Bharti
to three years in prison in a
cheating case, resulting in his
disqualification as an MLA and
leading to a byelection. He was
later granted bail.

Protest over no ticket to
Narottam Mishra

The decision to field Tiwari
for the bypoll came as a major
disappointment for Mishra,
who was expecting to be chosen
asthe candidate and had already
bought anomination form, news
agency PTI reported, quoting
party sources.

More than 3,000 protesters
blocked NH-44 for nearly 12
hours, leaving the Datia super—

intendent of police and several
other police personnel injured
before security forces removed

upporters over poll ticket

the protesters and detained
some of them, officials told the
news agency.
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