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Why Punjab could define India’s new
national security leadership

Inthe past 45 days, India has
appointed new chiefs of Navy,
Army and Intelligence Bureau
apart from a new Chief of De-
fence Staff,virtually the heart of
national security establishment.
There will be a new Air Chief
in the next 75 days. While the
Modigovernment has been able
tosuccessfully addressthe chal-
lenges of Maoists, north—east
barring Manipur and in the
Kashmir Valley after the Pa-
halgam massacre, a new na-

tional security challenge is
emerging in Punjab yet again.
With the loss of political clout
of Akali Dal (Badal) and its
weakening of control over Pan-
thic forces, the created vacuum
has led to fringe radical players
jumping infor electoral gains in
the forthcoming Punjab assem—
bly polls next year. Deliberate
attempt is being madeto rakeup
sordid 1980-1990 decades of
Punjab's past, when Pakistan
deep state lit internal security

firesinthe name of K ashmir and
Khalistan due to weak or inef-
fectivegovernmentsatthe Cen-
tre. Pakistan was also support-
ed by western countries namely
US and UK as aquid pro quo for
the help extended by Rawal-
pindi for fighting Soviet occu-
pation of Afghanistan.

Even today Pakistan is con-
tinuing to support terrorism in
Punjab through a self-sustain-
ing module of hard drugs and
weapon  supplies  through

ern border of India. With :
Pakistan now helping US in its :
mediation in war with Iran and
ostensibly addressing the tur—
moil inthe Middle-East, pres— :
sure is again building in Punjab
with deliberate attempts being :
made to tarnish reputations of :
the Punjab Police and security :

being raked up using highly :
inflated figures without any :

forces using propaganda films
using OTT platformsand social
media. The human rightsviola-
tions of the sordid decades are

mention on how the security
forces and the minority com-
munity wete targeted by Paki-
stan backed extremists during
the same dark period of Punjab.
While religious fundamental-
ismis onthe rise in Punjab, lack
of effective governance by the

curial party chief.
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ruling party in Punjab is further
complicating the issue as the
state chief minister derives his
political power from the mer- :
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