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video

The United States expanded

i its airstrike campaign against
i Iran early on Friday by hitting
i more bridges, electrical equip-
i ment and collapsing a tower at
i a key Iranian port, part of US
i President Donald Trump's
i threats to start striking infra-
i structure to pressure Tehran to
i ease its chokehold on the Strait
¢ of Hormuz.

The US airstrikes hit bridges

¢ overnight into Friday in Iran's

southern Hormozgan province,

i killing at least seven people,
i Iranian state television report-

i ed. The attacks hit Bandar

K hamir,acity onIran's coast on
the Strait of Hormuz.
The highway and railway

Iran's main port, from roads
leading into the Islamic Repub-
lic's central region onward to

ing the rounds on social media
show bridges, including in Ban-
dar Khamir, blown apart.

The US military's Central

The strikes also collapsed a

in Iran's Bandar Khamir 'kills' 7,
shows bridges blown apart

ed. Chabahar port has been a
repeated target of American
airstrikes. Iranian state media
acknowledged a third round of
strikes on the facility without
immediately acknowledging the
tower's collapse. Iran described
the tower as overseeing com-
mercial traffic into the port.
Iran launched new missile
attacks against US-allied na-
tions in West Asia, including
Qatar,akey mediator inthe war.
It also damaged a power and
water desalination plant in Ku-
wait — something crucial in the
small,desert nation. Authorities
in Kuwait said Iran attacked a
power and water desalination
plant,causingwidespread dam-

age to the station. About 90 per
cent of drinking water comes
from desalination, and any dis-
ruption can threaten life.
Kuwait said it had extin-
guished theblaze and waswork-
ing to assess the damage and
restore the station. Jordan's
military said it intercepted
three incoming missiles Friday
morning, launched by Iran.
Explosions also could be
heard Friday morning in Irbil
and Sulaymaniyah in northern
Iraq's semi-autonomous Kurd-
ish region as air defences tar-
geted incoming fire. The attack
apparently targeted the Iranian
Kurdish dissident group Ko-
mala, killing at least nine people

and wounding others, an official
told news agency AP. The in-
terim ceasefire agreed to last
month has collapsed, and the
region has endured days of
back-and-forth attacks
by the US and Iran as they battle
for control of the strait. Iranian
officials say US strikes have
killed dozens of people and
wounded hundreds of others,
with new casualties reported in
Friday's strikes. When the US
and Israel launched the war on
Iran on February 28, Tehran
effectively closed the strait to
shippingtraffic,amovethat sent
the price of oil soaring and gave
Iran major leverage in negotia—
tions.
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