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India's economy ex-
panded faster than ex-
pected in the April- June
quarter, easing fears that
the Iranwar would shar p-
i lyweakengrowth and un-
derscoring the resilience
of Asias third-largest
i economy.

Gross domestic product
i climbed 7.8% from a year
earlier in the first quarter
ofthefiscalyearthat start—
¢ ed in April, data from the
Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementa-
tionshowed Monday.T hat
was above the median es—
timateof7.3%ina Bloom-
berg survey of economists,
{ but matches the 7.8% ex—-

pansion in the previous
quarter.

The Reserve Bank of
India had forecast 7%
growthforthe April-June
quarter and expects the
economy to expand 6.7%
this fiscal year.

The stronger perfor-
mance reinforcesthe gov-

ernment s recent pitch to
global investors that India
can withstand external
shocks. The South Asian
nation has been particu-
larly exposed to the clo-
sure of the Strait of Hor-
muz, a key route for oil
shipmentstoacountrythat
imports nearly 90% of its

H mCrmrl wreul L U Hwi IS Fal Limdld BoLOUDHD WSS GHDSTHGD BT Fnl LGS0
{Teul L eu@heumil SIeIeUeDT &. &b @t Crhmy (31.08.2026) wrhnisHpereaflsafl_10mbg Carfléame wenissen
Qubm, Gsomsst CaLl L Blha.

crude.

India  remains  the
world's fastest—growing
major economy, but the
pace falls short of the
9.25% annual growth the
government estimates Is
needed to achieve Prime
Minister Narendra Mo-
dis goal of developed-
nation status by 2047.

Stronger growth could
complicatethe outlook for
interest rates. The RBI
kept its benchmark rate
unchangedat 5.25%in Au-
gust, though policymakers
have signaled that a hike
may be needed later this
year if inflationary pres-
sures build.
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