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Supreme Court quashes all FIRs across the
country against NEET paper leak protesters

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday quashed first in-
formation reports (FIR)
registered  across the

countryinconnectionwith

ticipatedinthese protests.
and that mere participa-
tionin a protest would not
be treated as an offence
under penal laws. all FIRs

criminal cases.

The Centre told the
court that the government
was committed to honour—
ing three assurances given

register one FIR against

the Cockroach Janata
Party (CJP)-led protests
in July, invoking its ex-
traordinary powers under
Article 142 ofthe Consti-
tution, even as the group
withdrew its call for a
September 5 march in
Delhi following assur-
ances fromthe Centre that
it would honour its com-
mitments to withdraw
criminal cases and com-
pensation to families of
students who died by sui-
cide. A bench, comprising
Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant and justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana said the decision
would ensure that the
criminal cases did not
cause any harm to stu-
dents or youths who par-

relatingtothe protestsbe-
tween July 20 and 25 in
the states and Union ter-
ritories, including those
not formally brought be-
fore it, would not be pur-
sued or investigated and
would be treated as closed
for all purposes. It also
directed that similar FIRs
pending inother statesand
Unionterritoriesbetreat-
ed in the same manner.

No further FIR shall be
registered in relation to
the same incident, the
court directed.

The order followed ap-
plications filed by the
CentrethroughDelhi Po-
lice and by Maharashtra,
Assam, Bihar and West
Bengal governments
seeking quashing of the

after a July 25 meeting
withrepresentativesof the
protestinggroup —— with-
drawal of FIRs registered
between July 20 and 25,
no fresh FIRs relating to
those incidents and com-
pensation to families of
NEET aspirants and stu-
dents who died by suicide.

Solicitor general Tush-
ar Mehta said the govern-
ment was committed to all
three assurances, but
sought liberty to proceed
against persons with se-
rious and grave criminal
antecedents .

The court agreed to
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