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India ‘deeply concerned' over alleged Houthi drone
attack near Mecca, calls for regional peace

India on Wednesday ex-
pressed deep concern over
anattempted drone attack on

at the drone attack near
Makkah, external affairs
ministry spokesperson

Meccais being seen as a ma-

jor escalation in renewed

hostilities between Saudi

the holy city of Mecca in
Saudi Arabia and called for
theearlyrestorationof peace
and stability in West Asia.

Saudi authorities said a
drone launched by Yemen's
Houthirebelstowards Mec—-
ca was intercepted and de-
stroyed before it entered
restricted airspace over the
holy city on Tuesday eve-
ning. The Houthis have de-
nied the Saudi account and
said they do not pose athreat
to Mecca.

"Weare deeply concerned

Randhir Jaiswal said. "The
incident near Makkah is

particularly  concerning,
giventhespecialsignificance
of the city to Muslims across
the world.

India reiterates its con-
demnation of attacks on the
sovereign tetritory of Saudi
Arabia and of actions that
endanger civilian lives and
infrastructute, Jaiswal said.
"We hope for the early res-
toration of peace and stabil-
ity in the region, he said.

Thedroneattacktargeting

Arabiaand the Houthis,who
have taken control of key
tertitories close to the Bab
el-Mandeb Strait in recent
days. Turki al-Maliki, the
Saudi-led coalition's
spokesperson, said the Roy-
al Saudi Air Defence Forces
interceptedthe hostiledrone
south of Mecca on Tuesday
evening. He warned that the
security of the two holy
mosques and pilgrims is a
"red line". Saudi Arabia is-
sued a security alert for
Mecca on Tuesday for the

last attempted to target the
holy city in 2017.

lifted after a few minutes.

A Houthi military source
strongly rejected the claim

Yemen's SABA news agency.

"We categorically deny that
there is any threat from Ye-
men directed at the city of
Makkah or any other holy

. n *
sites, the source said.

The conflict

economic assets undermine
regional stability and navi-

Mandeb Strait.
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sites in a statement issued to

between
Saudi Arabia and the Iran- }
backed Houthis dates to _
2015, when Saudi forces
intervened in Yemen after
the rebels seized the city of
Sanaa and ousted the inter-
nationally recognised gov-
ernment.Indiahad onTues—
day reiterated its opposition
toattacks on merchant ship-
ping and civilianinfrastruc—
ture amid the West Asia
conflict and said Houthi
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