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Rift, dissent and more: The many Election
Commission controversies over the years

Thelatest ECI controversy is
not new:the poll panel has faced
scrutiny under successive gov—
ernmentsover internal riftsand
i alleged overreach.

India's three-member poll
panel finds itself embroiled in
i a controversy amid specula-
i tionsof rift between chief elec—
i tion commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar (CEC) and two election
i commissioners Sukhbir Singh
¢ Sandhu and Vivek Joshi. After
i a news report that Sandhu and
i Joshi had objected to certain
i key decisions of the Election
Commission of India (ECI),
i including those related to the
contentious Special Intensive
i Revision (SIR) process, oppo-
i sition parties called for Ku-
i mar's resignation and the Su-
i preme Court's intervention,
i also questioning the integrity of
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the poll process.

The poll body rejected
charges of one-sided decision-
making, saying differences are
part of the deliberation process
but all ECI decisions are unan-
imous. The ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) distanced

itself from the controversy.
It's not the first time ECI is
in the eye of the storm. In its
journey through successive
governments-from a one-
member commission to three
members and beyond- the poll
panel and some of India's CECs
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have drawn constant scrutiny
over allegations of internal rift
and overreach.
The TN Seshan episode
One of the major controver-

: sies broke out in the 1990s,

when TN Seshan was the CEC.

- Previously, the Election Com-

mission had traditionally func-
tioned as a one-member body,
withthe CEC effectively exer—

iy cising the institution's author-

ity.

Two election commissioners
were appointed in October
1989, but the arrangement
lasted only until January 1990.
The commission returned to a
single-member structure until
1993.Thenthe Narasimha Rao
government appointed MS Gill
and GVG Krishnamurthy as

election commissioners.
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