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Join my WhatsApp group.

https://chat.whatsapp.com/
CgGZM7snNtZ0QMr6or5zVx?mode=wwt
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Israel’s visafree US travel privileges at

risk after flydubai incident: Report

Israelis could lose their
visa-free access to the Unit-

i ed States after security laps—
o ga) AL <eaieur | s reportedly came to light
ool 4 | following the thwarted at-

tack on a Tel Aviv-bound
flydubai tlight.

A US delegation is ex-
pected to arrive in Israel in
the coming days to assess
whether the country is meet-

i ing the security conditions of
i theUSVisaWaiver Program, &
i The Times of Israel report-
i ed, citing Channel 12. The
i delegationis currently inthe
i United Arab Emirates,where
{ itisreviewing aviation secu—
i rity procedures,according to
i the report.

Israel became part of the

i US Visa Waiver Program in
i 2023. Under the arrange-
i ment, Israeli citizens can
i travel to the US using an
i Electronic System for Trav—-
i el Authorization (ESTA)
i instead of going through the
i longer visaapplication pro-
i cess. The upcoming review
i will examine whether Israel
i continues to meet the re-

quirements agreed when it
joined the programme.

The scrutiny follows the
September 30 incident in-
volving  flydubai  Flight
1073, in which copilot
Hamam al-Hammami al-

glegedly attacked captain

tempted to crashthe aircraft.
Around 180 people were on
board, most of them Israelis.
Machchhat, along with sev-
eral Israeli passengers, man-
aged to stop the attack and
overpower al-Hammami.
Nearly a week after the
incident, Channel 13 re-
ported on Tuesday that fly-
dubai had sought permission
to restart flights to Israel.
The airline reportedly said
its investigation was nearing
completion and that several
employees had been dis-
missed. Officials from Isra-
el sTransportation Ministry
have also reportedly been
invited to visit Dubai next
week. However, Transpor-

tation Minister Miri Regev
has declined flydubai's re-
quest to resume operations,
according to the report.
The Transportation Min-
istty and Israel s security
establishment have faced
criticism over their handling
of foreign airline crews fol-
lowing the incident. Hebrew
media reports on Tuesday,
citing leaked comments from
aclosed-door meeting ofthe
Knesset Foreign Affairs and
Defense Committee, said
about 1,240 aircrew mem-
bers from hostile countries
had entered Israel over the
past year. T he case involving
al-Hammami has drawn
particular concern. He had
reportedly expressed sup-

port for al-Qaeda on social
media and had been prohib-
ited from flying in Oman
because of concerns about his
extremist views.

Istael aims to bring
stranded passengers home

The Transportation Min—-
istry expects all Israelis
stranded in Dubai after the
attack to return home by
T hursday, following a seties
of repatriation flights oper-
ated by Israeli airlines.

So far, 7,415 passengers
have returned to Israel from
Dubai on special flights op-
erated by Israeli cartiers, as
well as from Abu Dhabi on
commercial Etihad Airways
flights,accordingtothe min-
istry.
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