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'Don't use hammer to kill a fly": Supreme Court asks

Centre, Delhi Police to lift blanket curbs

i =

The Supreme Court on
Friday directed the Centre

and Delhi Police to
lift blanket restrictions on
metro and railway services
ahead of Saturdays pro-
posed protests in Delhi,
making it clear that security
measures cannot amount to a
complete prohibition on
public transport and incon-
venience millions of ordi-
nary residents.
Abench,comprising Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant
andjustices Joymalya Bagchi
and V Mohana, said that au-
thorities could regulate the
movement of trains to pre-
vent unlawful gatherings but

=1

could not bring the entire

systemto a halt, stressing that
the right of Delhi s residents
toaccess public facilities and
move freely also required
protection.

Stopping something and
regulating are two different
concepts. One can regulate
but it is completely different
to put a halt on everything ...
you cannot stop everything,
observed the bench.

Youwill notuse ahammer
to kill a fly, remarked the
court, explaining that the
authorities must adopt mea-
sures commensurate withthe
situation rather than impose
sweeping restrictions.

"Since the organisers are
not before us, the limited is-
suebeforethe courtiswheth-
er the complete stoppage of
metro and rails requires re-
consideration. Upon our
suggestionthat thereisadis-
tinction between complete
prohibition and regulation
of metro and rails, learned
solicitor general has faitly
agreed to reconsider the
prohibition and allow the
movement of metro trains
and other trains in such a
regulated manner so that no
inconvenience is caused to
the citizenry of residents of
Delhi,while keeping inmind
the principle of proportion-

on metro, trains

ality," the court said in its

order.

terms of the assurance, we
direct that a considered de—
cision shall be taken to allow
movements of metro and
othertrainssothat noincon-

venience is caused to the :
people and wide publicity is
alsogiven.Similarly,revised :

advisories be published so
that no hardship is caused to
the public while commuting
inthe city."

T he court passed the order
after solicitor general Tush-
ar Mehta, appearing for the
Centre and Delhi Police,

agreed to reconsider the re-

strictions in response to the
bench's concerns over their
proportionality. It directed
that a considered decision be
taken to allow metro and
other trains to continue op-
erating inaregulated manner
sothat commutersdo not face
inconvenience. Revised ad-

visories must also be given :

wide publicity.
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