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India’s titfortat Ladakh naming drive
irks Chlna, Beljlng calls it ‘invalid®

Chinaon Tuesday responded

{ toIndia's recent move to unveil
i standard names for 28 locations
i inLadakh callmgtheactxon 'il-
vy mGgm Fal'
2 o ® Goy | &

ﬁmmu_lgg)m GIELDQI i Union Territory of Ladakh.

@32

i ministry announced names for
i 28 features and places in La-
i dakh as part of a new policy to
i respond to similar moves by
i China over the past few yearsto
i assert its claim on territories
i alongthe Line of Control (LAC)
¢ heldbyIndia.InAugust,thefirst
i such list of standard names for
i 27 locations in Arunachal
i Pradesh was issued.

legal and invalid" and saying it
'never recognised  the

On October 2, India's home

"China has never recognised

i legally established by India,and
i firmlyopposesI ndia's publica—

'standard

Ni ing told aregular mediabrief-

'India's move is illegal and

China," she said in response to

Indian officials did not im~

Lo
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remarks. The Indian govern-
ment scrapped the special status
of Jammu and Kashmir in Au-
gust 2019 and splitthestateinto
theUnionTerritoriesof Jammu
and Kashmir, and Ladakh.

The Union home ministry,
while announcing the list of
standard names for locations in
Ladakh, said the government, in
consultation with the Union
Territory of Ladakh, had iden-
tified 28 placesand features by
standard place and feature
names on the official map of
Survey of India".

'Identifying them formally
on the Survey of India map of
UT of Ladakh is aimed at fa-

cilitating their accurate recog-
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nition and better awareness
n

among the public at large, the

ministry said in a statement.

The 28 places nd features
included 10 peaks, two passes,
three mountains, seven 'land
areas two glaciets, two water
bodles, avalley and a river.

In recent years, China has
repeatedly anngunced 'stan-
dardised names" for dozens of
places in Arunachal Pradesh as
part of its claims on Indianter-
ritory.Chinarefersto Arunachal
Pradesh as "south Tibet' and
there have been instances of
Chinese authorities issuing
stapled visas to residents of
Arunachal Pradesh.

China has sought to rename

dozensoflocationsin Arunachal
Pradesh,includingtowns,rivers
and geographic features, but
India has argued that such ac-
tions will not change the reality.
China resorted to such renam-
ing exercises in 2017, 2021,
2023 and 2024, usually during
periods of strained bilateral
relations.

India and China are cur-
rently normalising their ties,
which fell to an all-time low
after a military standoff on the
LAC began in 2020 and lasted
more than four years. As part of
this process of normalisation,
thetwocountries have heldtalks
to resolve their long-standing
border dispute.
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