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Saudi Arabia can fund a long war against Houthis, but can't
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defeat them: Where the military power stands

As the conflict between Saudi
Arabiaand the Houthis continues
to escalate, certain reports have
surfaced, which claim that while
Riyadh can afford a war with the
Yemeni militant group, it may not
be enough to defeat them.

In the latest development, the
Houthis struck Saudi Arabia's
King Khalid International Air-
port in Riyadh, killing at least 13
people and injuring 309. This
strikealso marked amajor escala—
tion in the conflict between the

two rivals. As per the defense
economics researcher, Military
Spend,Saudi Arabiaspent around
$83.2 billion on its military in
2025, marking the world's
eighth-largest defence budget.
While the exact figure for the
Houthis remainsunknown, as per
an Al Jazeerareport, the militant
group's total revenue amounts to
$2.5 billion from taxation and
another two billion in illicit oil
sales. Despite having the air-
power,Saudi Arabia hasturned to

the United States, with Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman
reportedly calling US President
Donald Trump twice, urging
Washingtonto strike the Houthis

directly. :
While Trump declined to : @yessrLmau.
L6 jl@o‘ﬁgpn 25—

launch, Washington agreed to :

provide intelligence and target-
ing support.
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